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Miscellanies –Entry ff  (Yale edn, vol 13, pp.183-5) 

 

Union with Christ. By virtue of the believer’s union with Christ, he doth really possess all things. That we know plainly 

from Scripture. But it may be asked, how [doth] he possess all things? What is he the better for it? How is a true Christian 

so much richer than other men? To answer this, I’ll tell you what I mean by “possessing all things.” I mean that God three 

in one, all that he is, and all that he has, and all that he does, all that he has made or done – the whole universe, bodies 

and spirits, earth and heaven, angels, men and devils, sun moon, [and] stars, land and sea, fish and fowls, all the silver 

and gold, kings and potentates as well as mean men – are as much the Christian’s as the money in his pocket, the clothes 

he wears, or the house he dwells in, or the victuals he eats; yea, more properly his, more advantageously, more his than if 

he [could] command all those things mentioned to be just in all respects as he pleased at any time, by virtue of the union 

with Christ; because Christ, who certainly doth thus possess all things, is entirely his: so that he possesses it all, more than 

a wife the share of the best and dearest husband, more than the hand possesses what the head doth; it is all his. 

 

The universe is [his], only he has not the trouble of managing it; but Christ, to whom it is no trouble, manages it for him a 

thousand times as much to his advantage as he could himself, if he had the managing of all. Every atom in the universe is 

managed by Christ so as to be most to the advantage of the Christian, every particle of air or every ray of the sun; so that 

he in the other world, when he comes to see it, shall sit and enjoy all this vast inheritance with surprising, amazing joy. 

And how is it possible for a man to possess anything more than so as shall be most to his advantage? And then besides 

this, the Christian shall have everything managed just according to his will; for his will shall so be lost in the will of God, 

that he had rather have it according to God’s will than any way in the world. And who would desire to possess all things 

more than to have all things managed just according to his will? And then besides, he himself shall so use them as to be 

most to his own advantage in his thoughts, and meditations, etc.  

 

Now how is it possible for anyone to possess anything more than to have it managed as much as possible according to his 

will, as much as possible for his own advantage, and for himself to use it [as] much as possible according to his 

advantage? But it is certain, so much shall the true Christian possess all things; ’tis not a probable scheme, but absolutely 

certain. For we know that all things will be managed so as shall be most agreeable to his will. That can’t be denied, nor 

that it shall be most for his advantage, and that he himself shall use [it] most to his own advantage. This is the kingdom 

Christ so often promised – they shall be kings with a witness at this rate! This is the sitting in Christ’s throne, and 

inheriting all things promised to the victors in the Revelation, and the like in many other places. 

 

 

How happy are the righteous in the eternal state?  

 

Miscellanies 576. If nothing be too much to be given to man, and to be done for man in the means of procuring his 

happiness, nothing will be too much to be given to him as the end, no degree of happiness is too great for him to enjoy. 

When I think how great this happiness is, sometimes it is ready to seem almost incredible. But the death and sufferings of 

Christ make everything credible that belongs to this blessedness. For if God would so contrive to show his love in the 

manner and means of procuring our happiness, nothing can be incredible in the degree of happiness itself. If all that God 

does about it be of a piece, he will also set infinite wisdom on work to make their happiness and glory great in the degree 

of it. If God spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all 

things? Nothing could have been such a confirmation of their blessedness as this.  


